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Cumbria County Council

Funded Early 
Years place for 

2 year olds

This guidance document gives practitioners working with 
children information about what is on offer, who can benefit 
and how they can make a referral.

The offer

Eligible children are entitled to 570 hours annually which 
equates to 3 hours per day - term time (although this can 
be stretched over more weeks if agreed with the family and 
childcare provider). In addition the offer includes access to 
family support, although if this is refused by the family the 
childcare can still be accessed.

The Government plans to expand the targeted entitlement 
for 2 year olds to access free early education. The 
government intends to take a phased approach to 
introducing the entitlement. In September 2013, 20% 
of disadvantaged children will be entitled to a free early 
education place. From September 2014 this will increase to 
40% of disadvantaged 2 year olds. 

Up until September 2013 the criteria listed below will apply. 
From September 2013 families will only need to meet 
the Initial criteria listed below. The government are still 
assessing which criteria will apply from September 2014; 
however it is likely that children with Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities will be included in the criteria.

The child

A child is defined as being a two-year-old from the 
beginning of the term after the term in which they have their 
second birthday until the end of the term in which they have 
their third birthday e.g. a child with a February birthday (in 
the spring term) would be eligible from the following April 
(beginning of the summer term) until the end of March the 
next year (spring term). 

A child born on or 
between

Will become eligible for 
a place from

1 April and 31 August 1 September following 
their second birthday

1 September and 
31 December

1 January following their 
second birthday

1 January and 31 March 1 April following their 
second birthday

Children become eligible for a funded 3- and 4-year-old 
place from the term after the term in which they are three, 
and thus the two-year-old offer potentially allows a full 
year’s worth of provision beforehand.

A child may be identified by any practitioner who may work 
with children, from frontline staff such as health visitors, 
family support workers or childcare providers to those 
working with their parents, e.g. Job Centre Plus staff, or 
with siblings, e.g. primary or secondary teachers.

The childcare provision

All provision that is used must be Ofsted rated good 
or outstanding (or is judged to be good or outstanding 
by Cumbria County Council). In Cumbria we have 
implemented a registration process, whereby Early Years 
Staff conduct a registration visit to assess the quality of 
provision for 2-year-olds.

Qualifying criteria

Initial criteria

The child’s family must be in receipt of one of the following:

• Income Support;
• Income based Jobseekers’ Allowance;
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance;
• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum 

Act 1999;
• The Guaranteed element of the State Pension Credit;
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• Child Tax Credit, provided the annual gross income is 
no more than £16,190 as assessed by Her Majesty’s 
Revenue and Customs,  (this figure changes annually 
in line with changes to wider tax credit thresholds) and 
are not in receipt of Working Tax Credits (except during 
the four-week period immediately after the employment 
ceases, or after they start to work less than 16 hours a 
week); or be

• A Child Looked After by the Local Authority.

Additional criteria

The child and/or family must meet one of the following 
criteria:

• Children who are subject to a safeguarding plan;
• Children who are living with domestic violence;
• Children in temporary accommodation;
• Teenage parents;
• Children with speech and language needs, including 

English as an additional language (EAL);
• Children involved with Children’s Services;
• Children with developmental or learning delay;
• Children with disabilities;
• Children experiencing emotional and behavioural 

problems;
• Asylum seeking/ refugee families;
• Black and Minority Ethnic families;
• Children from families with 3 or more children aged 

under 5;
• Lone parents;
• Parents with health issues or disabilities;
• Family have experienced substance misuse issues.

In the event of oversubscription, priority will be given 
to Looked After children and children subject to a 
safeguarding plan.

Referral – linking children with places

The practitioner who has identified a child who may be 
eligible for this funding will obtain parental permission and 
send the referral form for consideration to the Early Years 
and Childcare Project Officer.

The project officer will then check that the criteria have 
been met and will liaise with the referrer to identify a 
suitable childcare provider.

Role of referrer

The referrer will act as the main contact between the Early 
Years and Childcare Project Officer and the family. Also the 
referrer will support the family to access the funded 2 year 
old childcare place and support the family to access family 
support as appropriate.

Team around the child meetings

It is expected that once a child has been allocated a place 
the childcare setting and the referrer will meet with the 
family prior to the place being accessed. This is to allow the 
childcare provider and other professionals to support and 
meet the needs of the child and family.

Funding the place

The child will access the free entitlement in the childcare 
provision; arrangements will be made between Cumbria 
County Council and the childcare provider to fund this place. 
The child’s family will not be expected to financially contribute 
towards this place; however the childcare provider may make 
a charge for additional expenses, such as snack or nappies.

The place will be funded for the agreed hours for up to 6 
weeks whilst the child settles in i.e. they do not have to 
be attending for the full time but the place will be funded. 
However if after this time the child is still not attending and all 
attempts have been made to encourage the child to attend, 
the funding will be withdrawn. (Funding will be reduced pro 
rata if the child does not take up all their hours.)

What are the benefits?
Pilots have shown that it is:

Good for Children
• Social and emotional development
• Language and communication skills – fewer children 

requiring speech and language therapy
• Effective Provision of Pre-school Education (EPPE) 

evidence – a high-quality pre-school experience 
compared to none enhances intellectual and social 
development for children and reduces the risk of 
Special Educational Needs.

• For children in low-income families (less than £15k pa) 
one extra year of pre-school (starting at 2 rather than 3) 
is associated with a similar effect upon pre-reading as 
increasing family income by £10k - £15k per year.

Good for parents and families
• Support and respite for parents
• Better behaviour means improved relationships 

between family members. Helps families to integrate in 
community and access other services.

Good for settings and practitioners
• Improves the way staff work with families.
• Gives opportunities for early observation and support
• Facilitates partnership working and information-sharing
• Broadens the cultural mix within settings.

If you have any questions regarding this funding stream, 
please contact:
Mrs Joan Bradley, Early Years and Childcare Project 
Officer, Cumbria Children’s Services, Blencathra House, 
PO Box 110, Whitehaven, Cumbria, CA28 0BN
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